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What Now for this Speed Limit?

Pleasedrive
carefu[tY
Talk to people in the villageand you
soon realise there are mixed views
about the effectivenessof the 20mph
advisoryspeed limit along much of the
main route through Wylam, introduced
about sevenmonths ago.
The ParishCouncil has analysedthe
results of the County Council's official
vehicle count and speed measurements,
taken over a period in October 20 14,
and these are not encouraging.
Inghom Terroce
The averate speed at Ingham
Terrace, close to the southern end of
the limit, was approximately 26mph
enteringthe villageand 27mph leavingit,
which is much the same as the 26mph
averagerecorded closer to the centre
of the villageseveralyears ago.
Holeyn Holl Rood
On Holeyn Hall Road the average
speed coming into the village was
approximately 37mph and 35mph
northbound. In other words, average
speeds well exceeded the 30mph
mandatorylimit for that locationand a
significant number of vehicles were
recorded here at between 40 and
50mph.
Ovinghom Rood
On OvinghamRoad,averagespeeds
were very similarfor both directionsat
about 3 lmph, althoughagain,closer to
the mandatorylimit than 20mph.
Overall,only a very smallpercentage
of vehicleswere travellingat 20mph or
tess.

Wylam Parish Council has brought
this data to
the attention of
Northumbria Police and, as a result,
speed checks against the mandatory
30mph limit have been made on both
Holeyn Hall Road and Station Road in
recent weeks,
It is also appropriate to report,
though rather worrying, that informal
comments by the police are to the
effect that most people they stop for
speeding on Holeyn Hall Road are
Wylam residents.
,,... and the signs
A wish to see the 20mph limit made
mandatory has been expressed by a
number of people. However, this
possibility is itself not straightforward.
Firstlythe signsin Wylam would have
to be upgraded significandy, with
additionalsignson BluebellLane(where
there are none at present),there would
be a need for new signs on all roads
feedinginto the system,for cancellation
signs where 20mph reverts to 30mph
and repeater signs on a number of
lampposts.
The police nationally believe that
20mph zones should be "self-enforcing"
by means of road design features and
traffic
calming measures, which
Northumberland County
Council
currendy don't favour on through
roads,such as the road through Wylam.
Northumbria Police state that in
Englandat present, the Police do not
enforce 20mph zones. Locally, the
Police say they might stop a vehiclefor
excessivespeed in a 20mph area, but
they would currendy only do so if it is
exceeding30mph by a speedthat would
normallyleadto prosecution.
Now, as if this is not complicated
enough,recendypublishedGovernment
figuresshow an increasein the number
of injuries on roads with a 20mph
restriction,with seriousinjuriesup 29%
a n d m i n o r i n j u r i e su p 1 9 %i n j u s t o n e
year and with numbers in both
categories up every year since 2009
compared with a fall in injuries on
30mph restricted roads over the same
period. The reason is unclear but
suggestionsare, firstly; that because
20mph is an unfamiliarlimit for drivers,
they are more likely to be looking at

their speedometerthan the road ahead
and, secondly; pedestrians tend to
become complacent and take less care
when crossingthe road.
We are sure the artuments will run
and run! However,if you are concerned
and interested in assistingthe police in
deterring speedingdrivers, have a look
at the article "Community Speedwatch",
which you will find elsewhere in this
issue.

Wylam Parish Council has once
againorganisedanother opportunity for
people to assist with a litter-pick and
generalclean-uparound the village,and
we hope you will considerhelping.
The event will take place on
Saturday 2l March, commencing
at l0.00am from the Country Park
Car Park (behindthe War Memorial).
The number of volunteerslast year
was rather disappointing, although
most areas o{ the village were
eventuallycovered.
Come as an individual or group.
Children are welcome but must be
supervisedby an adult at all times.
Advice about health and safety and
where we would like you to "pick" will
be given to those taking part. Basic
equipmentfor the task will be provided
but old clothes and strong footwear or
"wellies"are recommended.
As in the past, for each volunteer
the Parish Council will make a small
donation to any villageorganisationthat
you wish to nominate,as long as that
hasa bankaccount.
organisation
lf you can sparean hour or two do
pleasecome along at l0.00am or soon
afterwards. Your help will be very
much appreciated.

CommunitySpeedwatch
Our lead article in this issue is all
about the speed of vehicles travelling
through Wylam, and here's a way in
which you may feel ableto help.
Community Speedwatch is a
Northumbria Police initiative to
improve road safety. After a processof
vetting and training and under the
supervisionof police officers,volunteers
carry out high visibility speed checks at
approved sites within their local
community,operatingthe normal police
speeddetection equipment.
Volunteers do not have the
authority to stop vehicles. Instead,
people caught speedingreceive a letter
telling them that their vehicle has been
caught speeding,where and when this
occurred and the speed. They are
informed that althoughno action will be
taken this time, if they are caught
speedingagain,they may incur one or
more of various penalties.
This scheme has been operatingin
number of local communities,including
Stocksfieldand Ponteland,and further
recruitment is soon to be opened up
and could includeWylam if volunteers
come forward.
Althoughthe ParishCouncilplaysno
part in this scheme,we do have leaflets
giving more details for
anyone
interested or wishing to know how to
apply. Alternatively you can visit
www.northumbria.police.uk
You
should be aware that
speedwatchvolunteers only operate in
designated
30mphareas.

Christmos Lights

The condition and safety of trees
around the village that are the
Broodband
responsibilityof the ParishCouncil are
carefully monitored. The need that
arises for essential and sometimes
urtent work on various trees is an
important function and an inevitable
cost to the Council.
A very significantcost continues to
be the maintenanceof the Cemetery at
Ovingham, which we share with
Ovingham,Ovington and Horsley Parish
Councils.
Although the Parish Council makes
ad hoc grants to support many local
Oh yes, it's here in Wylam but not
organisations,annual grants to Wylam
necessarily
where you are!
Institute and the Wylam PlayingFields
To update the information we were
Associationare widely recognisedas an
given for the previous issue of the
important contribution to maintaining
"Wylam Globe", we are now advised these valuableassetsto the village.
You will probably be well aware that
that the Dene Estatearea of the village
Northumberland County Council is
should have had accessto "super-fast"
fibre broadband since mid-February. having to make large savingsfrom its
Budgetfor 20 | 5- | 6, as it hasfor several
However, it appearsthat other parts of
years,
and this is bound to impact on
the village will have to wait for the
the
level
of local services it provides
installation and connection of at least
the county. One of the
throughout
more
green
which
two
of the
cabinets
services currently under review with
have been springing up around the
Town and Parish Councils is the
village. This will then extend coverage
provision of public toilets, which you
to most of Wylam but information from
can read a little more about elsewhere
iNonhumberland
suggeststhat this might
in this issue.
not be until September or December
this year. We are also advised that,
Steady Progress!
unlike previous upgradeswhere users
As well as the 20 mph limit through
were connected automatically, this
Wylam, since 9 January a temporaq/
your
system requires you to contact
Internet ServiceProviderto request the
upgradeand for an engineerto visit the

SlowSpeed
of HighSpeed

ProPerty.
lf you wish to check availabilityat
your addressor to register to receive
notification when
that
becomes
possible, we suttest you go to the
website, www.inorthumberland.org.uk
and follow the link to "My Area" and
then to "AvailabilityChecker".

Parish Council Budget
20t5-t5
The ParishCouncilwas delightedby
the positive reaction of so many people
to the new Christmas lights on the
trees aroundthe Institutegarden.
We were only sorry that a fault
developedwhich meant that some of
be
the original lights had to
disconnectedand the lights could only
be on for restrictedhours.
We soon realisedthat the original
lights, in use for a number of years,
looked rather shabby by comparison.
The ParishCouncilis currentlyplanning
to enhance the lights together with
making changesto the power supply,
which it is hoped will overcomethese
problemsnext Christmas.

Wylam Parish Council has set its
Budgetfor 2015-16and agreed that a
precept of {37,000 is requiredthrough
Council Tax. This is a modest rise of
{500 above the previous figure, and is
equivalentto approximately60p more
for the year from each household.
The ParishCouncil is now fortunate
to haverenml income from Wylam Post
Office and this is beingused in 20l5ll6
to off-set some general expenditure
which, for example, enables the
appearance of the village to be
improved by the employment of a
Handyman,a role first set up in 1999
and currendy carried out so well by
Matthew Hadden.

20mph limit has been imposed on
Wylam Wood Road,from Station Road
through to Eastwood Road, Prudhoe.
This is a somewhatbelatedresponseto
local concerns about the significantly
increased use of this unofficial
diversionaryroute followingthe closure
of OvinghamBridgein June last year and
the mannerin which many drivers have
been usingthis narrow road. This will
remain in force until the bridge reopens.
Althoughit is still hoped that reopening
will be by the end of June, we
understand that the contractors have
experiencedvarious delaysand it now
appears that reopening on time will
dependas much as anythingon the way
in which the contractors react, if
openingis delayed,to the likelihoodof
severe penalty clauses within their
contract.

Wylam Hills Farm Site
- an Update
ln early February,the ParishCouncil
was advised that the application by
Gentoo Homes Ltd to build 38 houses
on the site of the former Wylam Hills
Farm
had
refused
by
been
NorthumberlandCounty Council.
Although the developmentof this
site was supported in principle by
Wylam ParishCouncil and many local
residents,the ParishCouncil (anda few
residents) did register concern about
several aspects of the applicationas it
stood.
lssuesraised by the ParishCouncil
related primarily to the following:The density of the proposed
housing;the limited garageand parking
spaceto be provided;the danger posed
by the location of the proposed access
to Holeyn Hall Road; the safety of
pedestrians (particularly children)
crossingthe road from the main part of
the site;
the flood risk to the
development on the east side of the
road; the assumed adequacy of the
existing sewagesystem and the lack of
clarity about what is known as Section
106 (compensatory payment for local
play spaceor relatedfacilities).
Most of these concernsare reflected
in the reasons given for refusal,
together with the impact on the existing
farm house,which is a Grade ll Listed
Building,and the inadequacy
of some of
the technical reports submitted as part
of the application,includingthose on
ecologyand flood risk.
Although this applicationhas been
turned down, we are reasonablycertain
that a modified application will be
presented in due course and so, as
often applies, it's probably a case of
"watch this space"!

AllotmentTrack
We have previously mentioned that the Parish Council had been investigating
ways to minimisethe deep and occasionallyimpassableflooding and deep mud along
the section of track which passesthe north side of the allotments, towards the
Nature Reserve,

As these pictures show, following the removal of the accumulationof mud and
wood chippings,(the lafter over the years provingto be a very short term solution),
work to installa new drain to intercept flood water and a new hardcore surfacehas
recendy been completedby a contractor employedby the ParishCouncil.
We trust that the expenseinvolvedwill prove of lastingbenefit,not iust to those
accessingthe allotments,but to everyone usingthat route as part of a pleasantand
popularwalk.

Wylam Institute News

Not for the first time, we are moved to comment on the truly wonderful
resource that the Wylam Institute providesto this community. Many of us perhaps
take it for granted,which is maybe a reflection of the confidencewe have in those
who managethe buildingand care for its maintenance,year in and year out.
However, the need for some fresh investment has arisen, some of which was
unforeseen.Windows in the newer part, facing south over the garden, have been
problematic for some time and have now been replaced, the floor of the hall
requires professionalsanding,re-sealingand marking out again for badminton and
the high windows on the west side, mostly behind the stage,have been found to be
in a dangerousstate and need to be replacedbefore they drop out!
The total cost of this work is expected to be in excessof f 10,000. The Parish
Council has offered a contribution towards the cost and the Institute Committee is
seekinggrantsfrom other sources,but we can all help simplyby becomingmembers
or renewingour existingmembership.To this end, if this issuereachesyou in time,
Cricket Club Seeks Help why not make a point of calling in during the Institute Annual Coffee Morning,
Wylam Cricket Club is looking for
between | 0.00amand | 2 noon on Saturday| 4 March, enjoy a cup of coffee and pay
more peopleto becomeVice Presidents a subscription?Evenif you read this after the event, if you are not alreadypayingfor
of the club,which costs f30 per annum. your membershipby StandingOrder, get in touch by telephone(852498)or callin at
This greadyhelpsthe club to cover the the Institute Office between 9.30am and 12 noon on a Monday, Wednesday or
runningcosts.In return, Friday.
ever-increasing
Vice Presidentsare wined and dined at
a Vice President'sDay cricket match,
"HumbleBoy"
h e l di n J u l y .
This is the tide of the forthcoming production by Wylam Drama Society,to be
Alternatively,if anyonewould like to
performed in the Institute on Thursday,Fridayand Saturday,23rd,24'h and 25'h April
join the group of Club Sponsors,the
at 7.30pm."HumbleBoy" is by CharlotteJones,an excitingnew playwrightwho had a
club would be delightedto hear from
meteoric rise ro success.
She won the Critics' Circle Most PromisingPlaywright
you. For further information or to offer
award in 1999.Her fourth stage play premidredat the NationalTheatre in 200 1 and
support, pleasecontact the Chairman, was awardedthe Critics'CircleBest New PlayAward,thePeople'sChoice Best New
P e t eS m i t h .o n 0 1 6 6| 8 5 3 7 1 3 .
PlayAward and was nominatedfor an Olivier Award. lt transferred to the West End
and ran for nine monthsbeforeopeningat the ManhatanTheatreClub in NewYork,
beingnominatedthere for a Drama DeskAward.Her playshaveenloyedproductions
all over the world, and she also writes extensivelyfor TV radio and film."Humble
Boy" is describedas intriguing,
touchingand darklycomic.

A New Bridge

PublicToilets

Sorry, don't get your hopes up, this
is not a road bridge, but we are
nevertheless delighted that Country
Park staff have recently replaced the
long-submerged
walkway
which
provided a crossingpoint lust west of
Hagg Bank, where one of the paths
leading towards the "Spetchells" and
beyond has, for a long time, required
walkers to negotiate the corner of the
pond there, either by paddlingor to
struggle over various pieces of uneven
concrete, used as steppingstones.

You may have read in the press that
NorthumberlandCounty Council is in
the process of consulting every Town
and ParishCouncil in the county where
Public Toilets are currendy provided,
with a view to seeking atreement to
transfer at least some of the cost of
maintainingthese facilities to the local
Council.
Representativesof Wylam Parish
Council met with an officer from the
County at the end of January but,
because further information on the
current costs was still awaited, no
decision was taken at the February
meeting.
One obvious concern that your
councillorshave already expressed,is
the fact that payingfor even part of this
cost is really a potential "double
whammy", as we all alreadypay through
our CouncilTax for facilitiesof this kind
and no offer of a rebate is under
consideration.
There is no statutory requirement
for the County Council to provide
public toilets, althoughwe are assured
that closure of the Wylam facilitiesis
not at present under consideration.We
have always argued locally that the
toiletson the corner of the JubileeField
are of particularimponance to visitors
from outsideWylam, includingwalkers,
cyclists and visitors to the many
sportingactivitiesnearby.
You can be assuredthat the Parish
Council will do its utmost to ensure
that the facility in Wylam is not
jeopardised.

The new bridge, shown here,
restores a very pleasantpath and opens
up alternative opportunities for a
circular route between Wylam and Low
Prudhoe,althoughit still requiresascent
or descentof nearly 70 steps - all good
exercise!

"Yes"
IheAnswerWos

Forthcoming Events
The following events will take
place in Wylam Institute, unless
indicated otherwise.

We were going to ask if anyone
knew whether Sarahsaidyes but, from
a newsPaPerrePort as we 8o co press,
we understand that she did. The
enterprisingman was apparentlyDan,
from Westerhope,who clearlywent to
considerabletrouble, (and we ought to
sayrisk),to fix this bannerco one of the
pillars underneath Wylam Bridge on
Valentine'sDay. We are delightedfor
the couple but hope,for safetyreasons,
that the practicedoesn'tcatchon.

Sat l8 April
FilmClub, 7.3Opm,"Pride"
Thurs 24 to Sat 26 April
Drama Society, 7.3Opm, "Humble
Boy" (seearticle)
Sat 9 May
Wylam First School Jumble Sale,
2.00 to 4.00pm
Wed 13 May
Men at Home, "Energy", Prof. lan
Fells,MethodistCentre, l0.30am
Sat 15 May
GardenersSpring Sale, l0.00am to
| 2 noon
Film Club, 7.30pm,"A Most Wanted
Man".
Mon 18 May
Institute Annual General Meeting,
7.00pm
Mon 25 May
Blood Donor Session.9.00am to
5.00pm
Sun 7 June
"Jumpfor Joy" at St Oswin's
Wed l0 f une
Men at Home, "Hollywood's English
Gendeman",John Derry, Methodist
Centre, l0.30am

Some advance dates:Sat 4 July
Concert by Sage Gateshead
ChamberChoir,St Oswin'sChurch,
7.00pm
Sat l8 July
DramaSociety,VictorianMusicHall,
7.30pm
Sat 26 Sep
MacMillan
CoffeeMorning,l0.00am
to | 2 noon
Please note: In addition to the
above events, Coffee Mornings in
aid of Wylam Institute continue to
be held on the 2ndWednesday of
every month l0.30amto 12 noon,
and "Friends of Wylam" Coffee
Morningsare fortnightlyon Tuesday
morningsfrom 10.00am.

Sat l4 March
Institute Annual Coffee Morning,
l 0 . 0 0 a mt o l 2 n o o n
Thurs l9 March
Gardeners'Soc."The Development
Deadline for material for
of the Bog Gardenat Howick",
the next "Wylam Globe"
RobertJamieson,
7.30pm
Sat 2 | March
Monday | | May
Village Litter Pick, from 10.00am,
Country ParkCar Park(seearticle)
Correspondencereloting to this Newsletter
shou/dbe oddressedto:
Sat 28 March
Mrc. D. Corney,
Cancer Research Spring Fair,
The Clerk to the Porish Council
l 0 . 0 0 a mt o l 2 n o o n
Wylom Institute, Church Road, Wylom
Film Club, 7.30pm, "Saving Mr
NE4I 8AP
Banks"
Tel: (01661) 852498
Wed 8 April
e.mail: wyl ampc@bt i ntern et. com
Men at Home, "History of the Royal
Printedfor Wylom PorishCouncilby the
Northern Sinfonia", Alan Fearon.
Press,Houghton-le-Spring
Glpin
DH4 4BA.
MethodistCentre.| 0.30am
E moil gi|Pin.P
r ess@btcon
nectcom

