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Wylam Parish Council:
Corona Virus Support Service
Wylam Parish Council – with the help of our generous community - are launching a service for people
who need help due to illness or self-isolation as a result of the corona virus.

We will be learning as we go, but initially the service will offer
• Someone to talk to on the phone if you would like a chat to or would like
		 someone to ring regularly to check that you’re ok.
• A pick-up and delivery service for all those things you need when you
		 can’t get out the house, including help with your shopping, posting mail
		 and urgent supplies.
• Access to the latest Government guidance on what you should do
		 and how you can protect yourself.
• While we will not be able to give advice in areas like healthcare,
		 finances, benefits or social services, we will do our best to help you
		 find someone who can help.
If you need any of these services, please contact us:
Support helpline: 01661 611908
Email help: wylamparish@gmail.com
Facebook Page: Wylam Community COVID-19

We may not always be able to answer straight away,
please leave us a message and we will get back to you quickly.
If you would like to volunteer to help us provide support, please contact us via the email above,
giving your name, address, contact details and the type of support you are able to offer.

Thank you.

Riversdale Surgery Latest
The
proposed
closure
of
Riversdale Surgery has caused
widespread concern to patients
and carers in Wylam and the
surrounding community.
Intensive lobbying by the Wylam
Surgeries Users’ Group (WSUG),
Wylam Parish Council and other
community groups and individuals
has resulted in a further round
of consultation and engagement
with senior managers from the
NHS Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG).
It is almost three years since
the Riversdale GPs announced
their intention to transfer their
Woodcroft Road surgery to
Oaklands in Prudhoe following Dr
Knapton’s planned retirement in
May this year. Since then, little or no research has been done by the CCG to identify the needs of local
patients and how the move will affect them.
The CCG have now agreed to explore the requirements of the full range of patients including those who will
have difficulty travelling to Prudhoe.
A series of meetings and drop-in sessions as well as a public meeting and analytical research have been
held in February and March. Details of these events were advertised on village noticeboards and on social
media and feedback from these are expected to be known by April.
The key issue that the CCG need to address is what will be done to meet the continuing needs of all of the
Riversdale patients especially those dependent upon the limited public transport services linking Wylam
and Prudhoe.

Keeping Wylam Tidy!
The Great British Spring Clean and our village annual litter-pick o
n the 21st March, has been cancelled.
We hope to run this popular event later in the year – no doubt when all the leaves have fallen! In the
meantime, we can all help by taking our rubbish home or cleaning up around our own patches. Many thanks
to residents at Holeyn Hall crossroads for their efforts in keeping their verges clear.

Guides and Scouts
Northumberland County Scouts hosted
a climbing competition at the Newcastle
Climbing centre on the 23rd of November
2019. The 1st Wylam Scout group was
represented by 2 groups of 5 Cubs from
our pack. The County had 10 groups,
and approximately 60 Cubs attended the
competition in total.
1st Wylam Scout Groups’ Cub Park Akela
(Mark Berry) received the news that one of
our climbing groups received the Highest
Average Score for their section at the
event, well done to the fearless William
Wood and Fred Carr for challenging all the
routes. This achievement, however, would
not have been possible without the rest of
the team which included Noah MacDonald,
Noah Thompson and Benjamin Conaty.
Wylam Guides enjoy lots of fun activities outside of the Village as well as weekly meetings in St Oswin’s
Church Hall. Recently we went Ice Skating at the Centre for Life in Newcastle and it was great fun!
Other things that we have planned are First Aid, a Pancake Challenge, Crafts, and soon we will be going to
Seahouses for a pack holiday.
One of our Guides, Maddy Bacon, aged 10, tells us: “Guides help Girls aged 10 to14 to follow their dreams
and become more confident in themselves, while having fun with friends.”
Thank you to Wylam Parish Council for their recent grant which has allowed the Guides to buy many of the
resources we needed to set up as a new unit. We bought the Skills builder pack, badges and resources
needed for the guides to complete their stage 4 First Aid Skills Builder. This was something that the girls in
the unit requested we do and have enjoyed completing.
Interested in joining? please contact Holly on 07972292187 for more information.

Celebrating 10 years of Wylam
Community Orchard
Tom Martin writes:
It’s hard to believe that it was
the autumn of 2010 when the
first spade was plunged in anger
into the soil of the sloping lower
third of Wylam First School field.
Wylam Community Orchard was
inspired by Wylam Greenstreet
and we started planting fruit trees
that autumn, however as a result
of some wintry weather, it was
February 2011 before this first
phase was completed.
Since then our Orchard has
certainly grown. We now have
over 80 fruit trees, from which our
members are entitled to a share
of the crop. There is an awardwinning
wildflower
meadow
across the site below the trees,
together with fruit bushes, willow
for weaving, and bird and bat
boxes. We manage the entire site
including hedges, woodland and
scrub to create a wildlife haven.
Each year we monitor plant,
butterfly, bee and bat species and
over the years have recorded a significant increase in all. We have hosted many group visits to the Orchard,
held information events for the public and given talks to a range of organisations. We have also supplied
surplus fruit to local businesses, charities and community organisations.
We provide a valuable educational resource for the school and work hand in hand with the headmistress
and teachers. In fact, we have become something of a
model project, advising and helping other communities
to develop their own orchards. None of this would have
been possible without the commitment and hard work
of our volunteers, the support of our all our members
and the awarding of grants from bodies including
Wylam Parish Council.
This year we plan to celebrate our tenth anniversary at
three events in the village. We will be involved in Wylam
First School Outdoor Day in May, will have a large stall
at Wylam Summer Fair in June and will hold our main
event, Wylam Apple Day, in September. At each there
will be displays featuring Wylam Community Orchard
through the ages! We would love to see members past,
present and future at the Summer Fair and Apple Day.
Further information will be available on our
Facebook pages or by contacting us at
wylamcommunityorchard@gmail.com.
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Wylam Winter Tales: Five Years
& Counting

Exceptional story-telling delivered by local people at a special TENX9 event, scintillating shadowography
from Drew Colby that engaged all generations, and magnificent musicianship from Parisian Gypsy Jazz
specialists Rose Room were just some of the many highlights from an action packed and fun-filled Wylam
Winter Tales 2020 Festival.
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Renewed surfaces
You may have already noticed the repaired
surfacing under some of the play equipment.
You will soon see new line markings on the
MUGA (for basketball and football practice) and some surprises near the pump track and on the toilet black
walls. WCPFA are also carrying out some minor repairs and the field will look great and be safe in time for
the Spring. Please report anything you notice via their Facebook page (@wylamjubileefield) or by email
(wylamplayingfield@gmail.com).
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Events - please check in advance!
Christian Aid House To House Collection 10th - 6th May
Christian Aid is celebrating its 75th year. They will prioritise raising awareness of climate change on the
world’s poorest communities. In Wylam we hope our collection will raise over £2800 this year and plan to
add a quiz and coffee morning to the house to house collection. We always need volunteer collectors.
If interested please contact Michelle (coleman_michelle@hotmail.co.uk) on 07874003410 or
Fiona (hiphog@aol.com) on 07798 724631.

Children’s Cancer Ride on Saturday 20th June.
The organisers propose to double the number of participants this year which could mean as many as 200
riders cycling from Newcastle to Wylam and back. The organisers propose to stagger the start times in order
to reduce congestion; they are also advising participants of the need to respect other users of the route.

Forthcoming Events – Please check
before attending as they are likely to
be cancelled due to the Corona virus
At the Institute, unless otherwise stated.

Mon 23rd March

4.30-5:30pm

Wylam Band rehearsal, Methodist Church

Sat 28th March

10am-12

Cancer Research Coffee Morning

Tue 31st March

10am-12

Friends of Wylam Coffee morning

Mon 6th April

4:30-5:30pm

Wylam Band rehearsal, Methodist Church

Tue 14th April

10am-12

Friends of Wylam Coffee morning

Sat 25th April

7:30pm

Film Club ‘Free Solo’

Sat 25th April

10:30-4pm

Ultra Run passing through village (@500 runners)

Tue 28th April

10am-12

Friends of Wylam Coffee morning

Sat 2nd May

7pm – 10pm

WCPFA musical quiz and entertainment night

Tues 12th May

10am-12

Friends of Wylam Coffee morning

Sat 16th May

10am-12

Gardeners coffee morning

Sat 16th May

7:30pm

Film Club ‘Sorry we missed you’

Sun 17th May

12-3pm

Jump for Joy, BBQ, stalls – St Oswin’s church grounds

Tues 18th May

10am-12

Friends of Wylam Coffee morning

Tues 26th May

10am-12

Friends of Wylam Coffee morning

Sat 30th May

7:30pm

Wine Tasting Event in St Oswin’s church hall

Please address correspondence related to this issue to:
Marie Moore,
The Clerk to the Parish Council
Wylam Institute, Church Road, Wylam NE41 8AP
Tel: (01661) 852498
email: clerk@wylamparishcouncil.org.uk
Website: wylamparishcouncil.org.uk

Deadline for next issue is 30 April 2020

