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New Clerk Needed
Karen Webster, who has served the

village well as Clerk to the Parish Council
for the past four years is taking a break and
the Parish Council is looking for someone
to take on this part-time job. Hours are
flexible but average about 48 hours per
month, paid at national rates. Some
keyboard, note taking and administrative
skills needed. You could work from an
office in the Institute or perhaps from your
own home if more convenient.

If you are interested and would like
more information, please contact Brian
Japes, Chairman of the Parish Council on
852151 or Karen Webster on 852498.

Older information?
The idea ofproducing a leaflet giving

details of the activities and services
available in the village for "older" residents
was first suggested during the village plan
consultation last year. Acting on this idea
the Parish Council invited Lynne Petrie to
compile information for this purpose and
will shortly be producing an information
card for residents in the 60+ (approx.) age
group.

Unfortunately, the Parish Council
does not have an accurate list of all
households with an over 60 resident, so ifa
card is delivered to you by mistake (or you
are not given one when you should be) we
apologise. Copies will also be available
from the library or the Parish
Council/Institute for anyone (of whatever
age) who would like one.

Summer Fair promises attractions for all
Only a few days to go now before the

Summer Fair on Saturday, 26th June
starting at 1,00 p.m. As usual there will be a
great mixture of ever-popular favourites
and several new attractions with something
for everyone in the family.

Prudhoe Community Band together
with musicians from Mitry Mory,
Prudhoe's twin town, will provide plenty of

musical entertainment. Also starring on the
main arena will be the Chart Toppers from
Waterworld. Other attractions include
Martin the Magician with his balloon
sculpting and puppets, donkey rides and a
bouncy castle. Among popular events will
be the Fun Run, children's races, guide
dogs and a fire engine.

There will be a good selection of
commercial stands and stalls from many
village organisations and charities.

Admission is by programme and all
profits from sales go towards running the
Playing Field and improving facilities.

So please try and support the Fair -
you'll enjoy it.
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Work in progress earlier this year on providing a tannnc surface for the station car park.
The new fencing and crash baniers, together with the two cycle lockers and racks, can be
seen on the left.

More books needed for mammoth stall
The annual second-hand bookstall

held during the Summer Fair has
mushroomed over the years and is now one
of the largest of its type in the North East
and helps to bring many people to the Fair
who might not otherwise come.

Fresh stock is urgently needed this
year, so please look through your
cupboards and bookshelves and see if you
can find some books which you no longer
need. Books of all types, for children or
adults, fiction or non-fiction, paperback or
hardback will all be welcome.

Proceeds from the bookstall this year
will go towards improving the Playing
Field facilities and supporting the work of
the local churches youth worker.

It would be most helpful if you could
deliver any books to the Methodist Church
Centre befween 10.fi) a.m. - 8.00 p.m. on
any day from Monday, 2lst - Friday, 25th
June. If you cannot deliver them please
contact Brian Japes (Tel 852151) or Philip
Brooks (Tel 853520) who will be happy to
collect them from you.

Don't forget to come and buy some
books from the stall - it is an ideal
opportunity to acquire a fresh selection of
reading material at bargain prices.

Incidentally the bookstall will be
open from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. in the
Methodist Church Centre.



Relatively quiet APM New Parish Councillors
The Annual Parish Meeting on l2th

May was a relatively quiet event. A short
Annual Report had been prepared and
circulated beforehand and the Chairman,
Tony Mitcham drew attention to significant
issues which had taken place during the past
year, and those where action was planned
for the coming year. Reports were given on
the Institute, the Playing Field and the
Nature Reserve. Acting Inspector Steve
Speak of Northumbria Police responded to
various questions and comments about
policing in the village and reassured
residents that local crime levels are very
low (but see item below on shed security).

Guard that shed
Of the local crimes this year many

have been break-ins to sheds, leading to the
theft of expensive mowers, cycles etc. To
help make garden sheds more secure
Northumbria Police are publicising the use
of steel "Shed Bars". These can be
purchased via the Parish Council. For more
information see the notice and leaflets
displayed in the Institute and library.

Station improvements
Thank you to Network Rail for the

excellent improvement to the Station car
park. This is the first time in its life that
rvhat was once the goods yard and coal
depot and in recent years has been the car
park, has ever had a proper level and
tarmaced surface and strong fencing. The
Parish Council will continue to press for
improved lighting.

Enjoy those gardens
Following last summer's very

pleasant and successful event, Shelter is
holding another Garden Walk on Sunday,
27th June. Most gardens will be open from
10.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m., but a couple will
not open until 2.00 p.m. Tickets, price f,3,
are available from Dorothy Eavis (852188),
Sharon Lamb (852688), Wendy Wright
(852721) and from Stobos during shop
opening hours.

Book the date and get a ticket now.

Set a good example
"We all try to encourage young

people to look up to their elders and leam
but I fear that many of the elders who live
on or pass through Woodvale Gardens as
pedestrians are encouraging exactly the
opposite by repeatedly walking down the
middle of the road. Please, before someone
is injured, use the footpaths and leave the
road for the vehicles."

A sincere plea frorn a local resident
who has observed several near-acci.dents
onWoodvale Gardens.

Two residents with previous
experience of the Parish Council and
village organisations have been co-opted as
Parish Councillors. Peter Clarke and
Maureen Gillis are now joining the Council
in place of Michael Gibbney and John
Joures who have retired. Peter (28 Bluebell
Close. Tel: 852297) is also the village tree
warden and Maureen (21 Dene Road. Tel:
852503) served as Parish Clerk and later as
a member and Chairman of the Parish
Council in the 1980s and early 90s. Their
experience and commitment will be
welcome. \Me also thank Michael and John
for the work they have done as Parish
Councillors and hope that they will
continue their active work for other local
groups.

Please amend the details of Parish
Councillors on your Village Information
Card.

Overhead line remoyed
The decision by electricity supply

company NEDL to replace the ugly
overhead power line which ran along the
riverside between the nurseries and
Stephenson's Cottage, with an underground
supply has been widely welcomed.

The new cable has been laid under the
old waggonway track, and care was taken in
excavating the cable trench to minimise
damage to the old stone-sleeper blocks of
the original 18th century waggonway,
several ofwhich survive below the existing
track.

The removal of the ugly overhead
line and poles is a definite improvement and
should help to ensure a more reliable
electricity supply.

150 years old
An invitation from the members of

the Wylam Assembly; the observant among
you will have noticed the year 1854
engraved into the stonework of the bell
tower on the top of The Old Schools,
Woodcroft Road, which makes the year
2004 its 15fth anniversary!

To commemorate this auspicious
event villagers are invited to pop into the
old Schools anytime between 10.00 a.m. -
4.00 p.m. on Saturday, I lth September, to
enjoy a cuppa and home-made scone before
perusing a display of some old photographs
relating to the history of the premises.

There is no charge so please feel free
to come along and be part of our
commemoration.

Bulbs brighten verges
The two areas of newly planted bulbs

which flowered this spring - daffodils on
Holeyn Hall Road, opposite the farm and
crocuses on Station Road - have been much
admired. The daffodils were planted by the
Parish Council with help from village
volunteers and the crocuses by Tynedale
Council parks staff More bulbs will be
planted in the autumn - if you have ideas on
suitable locations for them, please let the
Parish Council know.

Friends of Wylam
This organisation has existed in the

village for many years and our prime aim is
to provide some social activity for retired
people in our community. we have
fortnightly coffee mornings on a Tuesday,
several summer outings, a free Christmas
lunch and an Autumn Bazaar - our sole
money raising function.

To enable the friends to continue
successfully we need more help and are
looking for volunteers. We would welcome
anyone with 2-3 hours to spare twice a
month. Ifyou feel you could help us, please
contact our Secretary, Ursula Barker (Tel
852621). Thank you.

chairman "r m""l?l?"#iilft

Itemsinbrief....
At its Annual meeting the Parish

Council elected Brian Japes as its Chairman
for the year, in succession to Tony Mitcham
who was thanked for his good work as
Chairman for the past four years. Tony will
now serve as Vice Chairman for the next
Year '  

* , t  * ! *

The twin-bin kerbside refuse and
recycling scheme seems to be working well
with few complaints or problems arising
from residents including "wrong" items
amongst the recyclable materials in the grey
bins. Glass bottles should not be included in
your grey wheelie bins and should be taken
to the new bottle banks in the War
Memorial car park for recycling.

Although wet weather on 20th March
prevented the normal arrangements for the
village litter pick, several of the young
people's organisations agreed to clear areas
of the yillage on subsequent days. Thank
you to everyone who took parL either on
20th or subsequently, and also to those who
regularly pick up litter on their walks
around the village, helping to keep things
reasonablY tidY' 

* * 1. '*

Following the work carried out last
year to the Falcon Centre further
improvements have continued with the
resurfacing of part of the top yard to make a
safer area for use by the Playgroup, and the
replacement of the few elderly rose bushes,
with an athactive selection of flowering
shn rbs '  

* * * *

Age Concern are still looking for
local volunteers to help them to restart the
Day Centre at Blackett Court which has
been.much appreciated by olderresidents in
prevlous years.

If you might be willing to help, even
if for just an hour or two each week, please
contact Anne Shilton (Volunteer
Development Officer) at Age Concem
Northumberland (Iel: (01670) 5282?-O) tot
more informafion.

Correspondence relating to this Newsletter should be
addressed to

The Clerk to the Parish Council,
W)lam Institute, Church Road, ttylan NMI 8AP.

PintedforWylam Parish Council hy
The Gilpin Press, Houghnn-le-Sping DH4 4BA.
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ANNUAL REPORT

With apologies to those who are aware of  who and what the Par ish Counci l  is  and does I  have
structured this year 's annual  report  around the way the Par ish Counci l  spends i ts income,
which is largely raised as a precept included in the Counci l  Tax from Tynedale Counci l .
The Counci l 's  main aim is to work towards improving the environment and qual i ty of  l i fe of
residents in the par ish by working with them and other agencies that  have an inf luence on l i fe
in the v i l lage. Members have agreed to seek "Qual i ty Par ish Counci l "  status to promote th is
object ive.

What  i s  the  Par ish  Counc i l?
Wylam Parish Counci l  has B members who are elected every 4 years,  The current Counci l
was appointed in May 2003 when i t  was deemed that,  as there was exact ly the same number
of candidates as there were vacancies,  an elect ion was unnecessary.  The Counci l  consists of
Counc i l lo rs  Tony  Mi tcham (Cha i rman) ,  Br ian  Japes  (V ice  Cha i rman) ,  Ph i l ip  Brooks  (a lso  a
Tynedale Distr ict  Counci l lor) ,  Michael  Gibbney, John Joures,  Jane Kevan, Jef f  Leetham, and
Bob Whinham.
The Counci l  employs one of f icer,  the Clerk to the Par ish Counci l ,  who is responsible for
administrat ion,  f inancial  matters and advis ing the Counci l .  Regret tably,  af ter  four years
service Karen Webster Clerk to the Counci l  has resigned, so the Counci l  is  urgent ly seeking a
rep lacement .

What  does  Wvlam Par ish  Counc i l  do?
The Par ish Counci l  is  the t ier  of  local  government that  is  c losest to the community.  I t  works
with Northumberland County,  and Tynedale Distr ict  Counci ls in del iver ing services to
residents,  The Par ish Counci l  is  f inanced largely through a par ish precept that  is  ra ised along
with the Counci l  Tax. Current ly the precept for  Wylam is 824,100 and wi l l  be €25,000 in
20A4105. Addi t ional  income is achieved through speci f ic  grants.  Last  year [5,000 was
prov ided by  the  Count rys ide  Agency  to  enab le  the  V i l lage  P lan  to  be  prepared.

How the Counci l 's  budget is spent is descr ibed below. Expendi ture for  03/04 shown in ( t ) .

Joint  Bur ia l  Board -  in partnership wi th Horsley,  Ovingham, and Ovington Par ish Counci ls
the Counci l  operates the cemetery at  Ovingham. (€2,650)

Environment -  the Nature Reserve and al lotments,  as wel l  as a number of  other pieces of
land a long the  r i ver  bank  and around the  v i l lage  are  owned and main ta ined by  the  Counc i l ,
The Council successfully achieved official status for the nature reserve this year with advice
from the Countryside Agency and Engl ish Nature,  The Counci l  a lso provides var ious benches,
the play area at  Hagg Bank, f lower baskets,  beds, & tubs and not ice boards.  The Counci l  has
a grass-cutt ing contract  wi th Tynedale Counci l .  The Vi l lage Handyman, employed by the
Parish Counci l ,  Counci l lors and volunteers undertake other tasks.  Funds are also put aside for
replacing play equipment.  (€5,080) The Counci l  a lso comments to Tynedale on planning
appl icat ions and draws the at tent ion of  neighbour ing residents to any appl icat ion that may
affect them.

Museum - the Counci l  maintains the Rai lway Museum in the Falcon Centre.  Current ly models
of "Wylam Di l ly"  and "Puff ing Bi l ly"  are being bui l t  for  d isplay wi th the help of  a legacy
provided for that  purpose.



Informat ion -  the Counci l  publ ishes the "Wylam Globe" newslet ter  and Informat ion Cards.
The Counci l  has been working with Wylam Inst i tute Computers and ran a successful
campaign  in  the  au tumn to  ge t  Broadband to  Wy lam,  Th is  shou ld  be  ava i lab le  by  the  end o f
July 2004. The Counci l  proposes to assist  in the development of  a Wylam Community
Websi te.  (€860)

Grants and Donat ions -  the Counci l  contr ibutes to the costs of  running the Inst i tute,  the
lubi lee Playing Field and the Youth Club in the Falcon Centre.  (€5,840)
The Counci l  subscr ibes or makes donat ions to organisat ions that are considered to benef i t  the
v i l lage  inc lud ing  CPRE,  Communi ty  Counc i l  o f  Nor thumber land,  v i l lage  spor ts  c lubs  and youth
organ isa t ions .  ( [1 ,400)

The Vi l lage Plan -  th is has been a very successful  project  involv ing the whole v i l lage. The
Parish Plan Report ,  which was distr ibuted last  summer,  has been a great success (€1,200 plus
grant of  €5,000).  The Counci l  has set up a number of  Working Groups to carry some of the
ideas forward. Reports f rom the Conveners of  the groups fol low:

Environment
The group has been looking at  issues raised in the Vi l lage Plan consul tat ion which
concerned such matters as refuse col lect ion,  recycl ing,  l i t ter ,  dog foul ing,  publ ic to i lets
open space, t ree plant ing and the Country Park.  Improvements have been made to the
publ ic to i lets and an addi t ional  l i t ter  b in and dog waste bin have been provided on the
walkway. New bins for  g lass recycl ing have also been instal led in the car park.  More
f lower bulbs were planted in the autumn and have f lowered wel l  in recent weeks,
Several  more improvements are being planned for the next year.
Publ ic Transoort
The publ ic t ransport  group has reviewed the provis ion of  publ ic t ransport  in the v i l lage
and endorses the main f indings of  the Vi l lage Plan for the improvement of  af ternoon
and evening bus services to Prudhoe and late rai l  services.  The Counci l 's  lobbying for
the improvement of  the stat ion car park have met wi th success with Network Rai l
car ry ing  ou t  the  work  ear l ie r  th is  year .
Highways
The group has had four meet ings,  including with of f icers of  the County Counci l
respons ib le  fo r  Road Safe ty  and H ighway Main tenance.  The Group now has  an
understanding of  the County pr ior i t ies and how work is al located. Issues being
discussed include road safety,  speeding, through traf f ic  and parking. The group is
prepar ing a table of  h ighway faul ts and pr ior i t ies for  repair .  A l is t  of  suggested si tes for
dropped kerbs  in  the  v i l lage  is  be ing  comple ted .  As  the  Convener  o f  the  Pub l ic
Transport  is  resigning from the Counci l  the group is being amalgamated with Highways.

Part  of  the work of  the Counci l  is  developing l inks wi th other organlsat ions so that Wylam's
interests can be represented. As wel l  as occasional  meet ings wi th Tynedale and
Northumberland of f icers,  including the Countryside Department,  the Counci l  has sent
representat ives to meet ings of  the East Tynedale and West Cast le Morpeth Forum (of  Par ish
Counci ls) ,  Crawcrook Quarry Liaison Group, and Newcast le Airport  Local  Consul tat ion Group.

The Counci l  wi l l  be contr ibut ing to the costs of  the Wylam and Distr ict  Churches in employing
a part  t ime youth worker th is year.

The cominq vear
The f i rst  pr ior i ty wi l l  to appoint  a new Clerk.  There wi l l  be a need to instal l  the new models in
the museum. I t  is  possible that  a planning appl icat ion may be submit ted for the Wylam Hi l ls
farm si te,  the deter iorat ing appearance of  which has been causing concern in the v i l lage. The
Counci l  wi l l  cont inue to move the recommendat ions of  the Vi l lage Plan forward and cont inue
to take advantage of  any grant or other opportuni t ies to benef i t  the v i l lage.

Tony Mitcham
Chai rman


