Wylam Bridge Bicycle Survey - May 2019
Following concerns about conflict between pedestrians and cyclists on the footway over
Wylam Bridge, a camera survey was undertaken during the second Bank Holiday weekend
in May to quantify the magnitude of the problem. The camera was located on the northern
side of the bridge. Footage was reviewed for a 5 hour period on Saturday 25 May 2019 from
10:00 to 15:00 and 2 hours on Sunday 26 May 2019 from 10:00 to 12:00.
A total of 186 cyclists were recorded crossing Wylam Bridge on Saturday, during the 5 hour
period recorded, with 122 (66%) using the road and 64 (34%) using the footway. The
weather was dry and bright although light rain was observed at approximately 14:50. North
to South seemed the most popular direction of travel accounting for 62% of movements (on
road split N - S 66%, S - N 34% and on path split N - S 55%, S - N 45%).
Looking in greater detail at the cyclists recorded on the footway on Saturday 25 May 2019,
of the 64 recorded only 20 (31%) cyclists encountered situations where they passed
pedestrians on the footway.
A couple of hours of footage from Sunday 26 May 2019 was reviewed. The weather
appeared, damp, windy with occasional showers. From 10:00 to 11:00 only 11 cyclists were
recorded crossing the bridge, whereas for the same hour the day before 35 cyclists were
recorded. Similarly for the period from 11:00 to 12:00 only 15 cyclists were recorded but the
corresponding hour the day before 45 cyclists were recorded. The change in the weather is
the most likely explanation for the significant reduction in the number of cyclists recorded.
Below are a number of stills taken from the camera survey:
A group of cyclists on the road

Cyclists on the footway walking their bikes

Cyclist on path leaving to go on road

Cyclists on the footway encounter no pedestrians

Cyclists passing a pedestrian on the footway

A recent signing and road marking scheme was implemented to help address the issue by
encouraging cyclists to remain on the road. Given the relative small number of cyclists
recorded passing pedestrians on the footway no further action is planned at this time,
however, the situation will continue to be monitored.

