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Wylam Parish Council – 8 March 2021      A 

Report on George Stephenson’s Birthplace & work with National Trust 

Colin Percy 

Some of the Parish Councillors and the Clerk have been meeting various reps of the 
National Trust (NT) since late last year with a view to working together on linking a 
return to the full reopening (in time) of George Stephenson’s Birthplace (GSB) with a 
possible refresh of the Parish Council’s Railway Museum and the wider heritage ‘offer’ of 
the village. This would be under the banner of Wylam Heritage Partnership. This is a 
development of ideas prepared by a consultant working for the NT at the time of Wylam 
Past Present and Future in 2018. 

The same consultant has now prepared an updated road-map for might happen 
between now and September 2025 (the 200th anniversary of the opening of the Stockton 
& Darlington Railway with a very strong focus on George Stephenson in celebrations). 
This document was presented to a PC/NT meeting on 26 February. Key actions were 
the creation of a Steering Group on the one hand and a Delivery Team on the other. 

Whilst the Steering Group could probably be formed at a relatively small direct cost, 
delivery of any substantial actions would mean expenditure, and both the NT and PC 
indicated that there was limited readily available money right now. It was therefore 
agreed to proceed with the very first steps to set up the Partnership but noting that both 
sets of reps would need to take back what was being proposed to their respective 
organisations now and in future for endorsement. 

The NT reps confirmed that they were intending to move towards some degree of 
access to GSB this summer and autumn alongside further discussions and work on the 
Partnership. They were intending to open the room in the building on up to 10 days 
between May and October (Covid restrictions allowing) and ideally linking these to 
bookable guided walks round Wylam. They had already announced this to the public. 
They said they would be keen for help, especially on the walks. 

The meeting discussed the need to involve residents and others with a local interest 
more widely, i.e. in both the high level discussions and in the practicalities of moving 
towards a reopening of GSB. The PC reps said they would publicise the conclusions of 
this meeting and any further progress in the imminent Globe newsletter, but said that an 
announcement now on community engagement would be good. At the time of writing a 
draft (for social media in particular) is awaited from the NT. 

The Parish Council meeting is asked to endorse the action of their reps in supporting in 
principle the formation of the Partnership, with a need for an early announcement about 
it. Details, especially those with resource implications, would be brought back to a future 
meeting. Councillors are also asked to consider whether it might be timely to ask the 
County Council as landlord of the Parish Council’s Railway Museum what life they 
envisage for the Falcon Centre premises to allow us to plan ahead there for the long-
term. The PC can work with the Falcon Centre Action Group on this. 


