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Wylam Parish Council – 8 March 2021       B 

Report on Falcon Centre 

Colin Percy 

The Falcon Centre in Wylam was formerly the village school, built in 1910. In 1974 the 
school moved into a new building on the north east edge of the village. In 1976, the Falcon 
Centre was repurposed as a branch library and with space for community uses. In June 
1981 on George Stephenson’s 200th birthday the Parish Council opened the Railway 
Museum in one room at the east end. The building has been used for various purposes 
over the years, (playgroup, youth club, craft club, children’s events) however the library and 
museum are the now the only regular activities and these are both on limited opening hours. 

A step to secure the future of this important community building was taken on 17 February 
2021 when the Falcon Centre Action Group held its first formal general meeting. The 
meeting was attended by 16 people with others sending apologies. It heard reports of 
progress so far and then adopted a constitution, as an unincorporated association. Officers 
were then elected - Steve Grinter as Chair (though willing to make way for another in due 
course), Vicki Strassheim as Secretary, Gray Mytton as Treasurer and Colin Percy as 
Membership Secretary - plus four ordinary committee members.  

The aim of the Action Group is to develop plans that would make the Falcon Centre a 
community hub for the residents of Wylam. Funding to aid this scheme can be applied for, 
now a constitution and committee have been formed. The group may progress towards 
charity status in the future. 

In a press release Steve was quoted as saying “It was good to see a good turnout for an 
inaugural online meeting that obviously lacked the immediacy of a face-to face gathering. 
And we know there are lots more residents out there who are keen on what we are doing 
from the survey we did late last year.” 

“We are keen to work with the County Council on securing the future of the building as a 
community asset, especially once the future of the library in the building is settled for the 
medium-to-long term. We hope to get news of this when the Council’s library service review 
reports, maybe around Easter or a bit later. In the meantime we will be looking to progress 
a feasibility study, looking at various options for new uses for the building” 

Membership of the Group is open to anyone from the area with an interest or ideas for the 
building. How to join up and lots more information including the constitution is at the Group’s 
interim web site at https://colinwpercy4.wixsite.com/falconcentre. The new Committee will 
be meeting monthly and will be setting up topic groups looking at health and well-being, 
sport and leisure, heritage, education and learning, community-based business and the 
environment. The Parish Council may wish to send reps to some.   

The Group is keen to ensure that the Centre does not replicate community spaces already 
available in the village so as to ensure that the hub and other facilities are all economically 
viable; discussions will be taking place with them shortly.  


