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OVINGHAM JOINT BURIAL COMMITTEE 
(WYLAM, HORSLEY, OVINGHAM AND OVINGTON PARISH COUNCILS) 

 
Minutes of an online meeting of Ovingham Joint Burial Committee 

Held on 1st December 2020 at 7pm  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Councillors present:  I Campbell (Ovingham PC), S Glover (Horsley PC), D Jordon (Ovingham 
PC), P. Pescod (Ovington PC) and M Senior (Horsley PC) 
 
Also present:  Mrs M Moore (Clerk to the Committee) 
 
1. Quorum 

As representatives of 3 of the 4 member councils were in attendance, in accordance with the 
constitution, the meeting was quorate. 
 

2. Apologies for Absence 
J Henderson 

 
3. Resignation of A Francis/Appointment of Chair 

The Clerk reported that A Francis had resigned her position from Wylam Parish Council and 
therefore also as Chair of this Committee.  A replacement had not yet been appointed. 
 
Resolved that the appointment of Chair be deferred until Wylam Parish Council has appointed 
a new representative. 
 

4. Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda 
None declared. 

 
5. Minutes  

Resolved that the Minutes of the meeting held on 7th October 2020 be agreed as a true record 
of proceedings and signed by the Vice Chair. 
 

6. Current Grounds Maintenance Issues 
It was reported that the delivery of the contract was progressing well and the Cemetery 
appearance was very good.  D Jordon had met with the contractor to identify the 10 graves to 
be leveled this year as per the specification in the contract. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted. 
 

7. Stability Testing 
The Clerk submitted a report which detailed the work that had been carried out in relation to 
stability testing following the decision to go ahead with the ‘make safe’ work identified by the 
survey. 
 
Northumberland County Council had completed the ‘make safe’ work and signage had been 
added to each of these graves asking grave holders to get in touch to discuss a permanent 
repair. 
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As a result of the ‘make safe’ work NCC had identified a further 3 memorials requiring a repair 
by a memorial mason, bringing the total to 19.  Details of the location of these and the priority 
ranking was set out in the report. 
 
Details of these graves had been investigated with dates ranging from 1880 to 1998 with the 
holder of the newest grave now being deceased.  Given that these were all over 30 years old it 
would not be possible to contact ‘owners’ unless they came forward having visited the grave 
and viewed the signage. 
 
Memorial Mason companies had been contacted for quotes to carry out these repairs and at 
the time of the meeting one detailed quote had been provided giving an approximate cost of 
£5943 + VAT.  These costs were based on survey reports and could change once the masons 
were on site. 
 
In discussing how to move forward with the required repair work members were mindful of the 
need to minimise the risk to the public.   
 
Resolved that  

i. The report be received. 
ii. Attempts be made to obtain further quotes for the work 
iii. Once the preferred contractor has been identified approval be given to repairs to the 

memorials in Zones 1 and 2, to include all of those in the ‘red’ category being carried out I 
the current financial year. 

iv. Repairs to the memorials in Zone 3 be carried out in the 2021-22 financial year. 
 

8. Burial Administration Update 
Resolved that the Clerk’s report on burial administration matters be received. 
 

9. Annual Tree Survey 
An extract from the Wylam Parish Council Tree Survey, which related specifically to the 
Cemetery, had been circulated to members with a recommendation that the Committee 
consider a tree/landscape management plan.  The Tree Warden had also suggested that the 
Committee consider more planting along the boundaries of the Cemetery to improve the 
appearance and biodiversity. 
 
In considering these suggestions the Committee was mindful of tree/shrub removal that had 
been carried out relatively recently along the Windsor Crescent boundary, at significant cost to 
the Committee, and also the future maintenance costs associated with any increased planting. 
 
Resolved that the Survey findings be noted and no further planting be carried out at this time. 
 

10. Finance 
Resolved that: 

i. The receipts detailed in appendix D be noted and the payments be approved subject to the 
addition of the following: 
Payee Purpose Net VAT Total Method 
Tyne Valley Woodlands Pollarding Lime Tree 580.00 116.00 696.00 BACS 

 
ii. The bank reconciliation to 30th October 2020 be received. 
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iii. The financial accounts to 30th October 2020 be approved and it be noted that the 
maintenance grant payment from Wylam Parish Council had not yet been received 
because of changes in their payment authorisation arrangements. 

iv. The anticipated budget outturn for 2021-21 be noted and the draft budget be approved 
subject to the total amount of Maintenance Grant being retained at £9,000.  This to allow 
for significant maintenance costs should income from burials fall. 

v. Arrangements be made to appoint another member to authorise payments. 
vi.  Approval of quotations be done by email with ratification at the next meeting of the 

committee 
 
The Committee passed a resolution excluding the press and public from the meeting in 
accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (sensitive 
information). 

 
11. Burial Rules 

The Clerk reported that two graves had been identified as not complying with the current 
cemetery rules.  One grave holder had been contacted and arrangements had been made to 
rectify the situation.  With the agreement of the grave holder this work had been carried out by 
the Grounds Maintenance Contractor. 
 
It had not proved possible to identify the owner of the second grave so it had been suggested 
that a discrete laminated sign be attached to the grave to ask family members to get in touch to 
discuss the situation. 
 
Resolved that  

i. The action taken relation to one of the graves be noted and  
ii. Arrangements be made to install a temporary sign on the other grave asking the family to 

get in touch. 
 

12. Rent Update 
The Clerk provided an update on the current position with regard to the payment of rent by the 
tenants of Cemetery Lodge and the South Chapel.  
 
Resolved that the report be received. 
 

13. To consider any urgent items and items for a future agenda. 
D Jordon reported on an issue with the BT line to the Lodge which had become loose. This 
would be reported to BT. 
 

15. To agree the date of the next meeting of the Committee 
It was suggested that the next meeting should take place on 1st February 2021.  This to be 
confirmed in due course. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.45pm 


