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Chairman of Meeting 

Wylam Parish Council 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF WYLAM PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON 11th OCTOBER 2021 AT 7 PM 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Present:  Councillors D Carney, S Duckworth, J Hanley, B O’Kane, C Percy (Chair) and H 
Walker. 
 
Also present:  County Councillor Holly Waddell, M Hadden (Village Handyman) and two 
members of the public. 
 
Questions from Members of the Public 
 
COP26 and local Climate Change action.  Lynne Wood asked whether, in view of the COP 26 
Climate Change conference due to take place in Glasgow from 1 - 12 November, the Parish 
Council would publicise the Climate Change issue and encourage Wylam residents to be 
aware of actions they can take to address this important issue.  Councillor J Hanley explained 
that Wylam Parish Council was prioritising this, its role being to promote, facilitate and co-
ordinate Climate action initiatives in the village.  He was liaising with other organisations and 
groups in Northumberland e.g. Humshaugh Net Zero and was aware of many people in Wylam 
who are interested in getting involved.  Northumberland County Council (NCC) had declared a 
Climate Emergency and produced a Climate Action Plan.  (For more detail of the Parish 
Council’s position and plans, see Item 7).  The Parish Council would publicise any decisions 
made at this meeting. 
 
Matthew Hadden commented on the following matters: 
• Meeting of the Road Safety Group:  this had been positive.  Councillor B O’Kane and 

resident Sarah Yeats had attended. 
• Indicative Local Transport Plan (LTP) 2022-23 priorities:  M Hadden’s view was that the 

priority schemes should be: 
Ø Request for a lower speed limit on Wylam Wood Road. 
Ø Review of traffic speeds and road safety on Main Road.  (Feasibility study of the area 

near Wylam Coop is included in the 2021-22 LTP priorities). 
Ø Repair of footpaths, particularly at back of 15 – 32 Dene Road, and Cherry Tree Lane.  

• Need for an update from NCC on existing LTP priorities. 
 
Report from County Councillor Holly Waddell 
H Waddell reported on the following matters: 
• Fibre broadband:  Some South Wylam residents had expressed concern over whether this 

would be available to them if the cables were to be brought via West Wylam rather than 
across Wylam Bridge.  The Parish Council would clarify this with WeFibre. 

• There had been fewer reports of ASB in the village and generally. 
• Traffic issues at West View:  a consultation with NCC is in progress. 
• Go North East Bus services:  Go NE had put on a reduced timetable from September 

without notice.  Some buses are suddenly cancelled due to driver shortage.  Passengers 
are advised to consult Go NE’s website for up-to-the-minute details of services.   

• H Waddell would liaise with the Parish Council regarding progress on the 2021-22 LTP 
priorities. 

 
Resolved that the Report be received. 
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1. Apologies for absence 
 M Moore (Clerk), Councillors M Jones, L Hilliard, L Bray (Village Tree Warden). 
 
2. Declarations of Interest from members on items on the Agenda 
 None. 
 
3. Minutes  

Resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 13th 
September 2021 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
4. Reports of the Village Handyman and Tree Warden 
 Village Handyman 

• Use of Wylam Parish Council’s large wheelie litter bin in Country Park Car Park:  
originally installed as a receptacle for the increased amount of litter during the 2020 
lockdown, this is being used to dump garden waste and items of furniture.  M 
Hadden suggested that signage was required to indicate the purpose of the bin.  He 
would monitor the bin and report to the next Parish Council meeting. 

• Discarded wheelie bin at Denecroft:  This had been reported to David Hunt at NCC.  
MH would check whether this was still in place and report again to NCC. 

• Hedley Road hedge:  Karbon Homes is responsible for this and it has still not been 
cut back. 

• Damaged Bus Stop post at entrance to The Orchard:  MH has reported this to NCC. 
• Not all bus timetables have been updated.  MH would liaise with Mark Cusack at 

NCC on this. 
 
Resolved that the Report be received. 

 
Village Tree Warden 
L Bray had submitted written reports as follows: 
• Current tree issues:  Work had been done in the Nature Reserve, cutting back 

brambles and sowing hay rattle seed, collected with kind permission from Wylam 
Orchard.  The Parish Council’s Nature Reserve Advisory Group, which leads on 
management of the Reserve is due to meet on 28th October.  D Carney would draft 
an Agenda for this meeting. 

• Annual Tree Survey: LB reported little change since the last survey.  There was a 
need for a plan to look after newly-planted trees.  No formal work had been done to 
identify additional sites for tree planting.  This should be promoted.  Swings have 
been attached to trees on WPC land at Engine Dene and Jackson Road.  WPC 
would ask LB to monitor the condition of the trees to which these swings are 
attached. 

 
Members thanked L Bray for her survey work and the reports. 
 
Resolved that  
i. The Reports be received. 
ii. That D Carney draft an Agenda for the meeting of the Haughs Nature Reserve 

Advisory Group. 
 

5. 2022-23 Local Transport Plan (LTP) Consultation 
 Priorities for Wylam raised by councillors and residents were discussed.   

 
Resolved that  
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i. The following 3 priorities for the 2022-23 LTP be communicated to NCC by the 
deadline date of 12th October 2021: 
Ø Continuation of the village speed limit of 30mph to be extended along Wylam 

Wood Road from its junction with Station Road to Hagg Bank. 
Ø Review of traffic speeds and road safety measures on Main Road, especially in 

the village centre near the Spar shop. 
Ø Installation of additional dropped kerbs to make Wylam accessible to all. 

ii. That D Carney notify M Moore of these priorities immediately following  the present 
meeting. 

 
6. Wylam Village Plan 

S Duckworth presented for discussion a series of PowerPoint slides previously 
circulated.  The slides outlined the rationale underpinning a Village Plan, identified 12 
proposed Areas of Focus and set out next steps.  Council members were encouraged to 
adopt the Areas of Focus which are of interest to them and to communicate priorities 
within each of these areas to S Duckworth, as well as to comment on the general 
approach outlined in the draft document.  WPC would need to set up a Village Plan 
Working Group and significant engagement with residents and stakeholders to collect 
evidence and information about the community would be essential.  It was proposed 
that the first stage in this community engagement would be a public meeting with the 
proposed title of ‘Wylam Together’ in March/April 2022, organised by the Parish Council.  
There was some discussion as to what the Vision Statement for the Plan should be. 
 

 Resolved that: 
i. The presentation be received. 
ii. Members give further consideration to the wording of a Vision Statement. 
iii. S Duckworth send email requests for feedback from members in the light of the 

discussion at this meeting. 
 

7. Climate Emergency Declaration/ Environmental Issues Update  
Councillor J Hanley updated the Parish Council on the progress he had made in gaining 
an overview of the activities and proposals of other organisations and groups nationally, 
regionally and locally e.g. Humshaugh Net Zero.   He had found that many people in 
Wylam are interested in getting involved.  The Parish Council’s role would be to 
facilitate, support and encourage community climate change initiatives in Wylam village, 
working with all interested parties in Wylam to identify and encourage actions and 
campaigns that are feasible for local residents e.g. tree planting, recycling, litter picking 
and identification of local Climate Champions.   The Climate Emergency would be an 
integral part of Wylam Parish Council’s policies and activities.  More complex projects 
could include mapping Wylam’s carbon footprint as had been done by the Humshaugh 
Net Zero group.  This data would provide the basis for further action.   It was noted that 
the East Tynedale Parish and Town Councils Forum, of which Wylam Parish Council is 
a member, had recently prioritised climate change as a theme for discussion.  C Percy 
would attend the next meeting of the Forum and report back to the Parish Council’s 
November meeting.  COP26 in November would highlight the need for action on climate 
issues. 
 
An example of a Parish Council Climate Change report with recommendations as to 
how to move forward had been circulated to members. 
 
Resolved that 
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i. J Hanley compile a report for consideration and action at the Parish Council’s 
November meeting with recommendations, based on the example circulated, on 
Wylam Parish Council’s approach to its response to the Climate Change Emergency. 

ii. Wylam Parish Council (lead:  J Hanley) organise a public Parish Council Climate 
Change Emergency launch event at Wylam Institute or similar venue following 
COP26 on 20th November with up to 3 guest speakers and stalls.  

iii. D Carney contact Wylam Institute to check availability on 20th November.  
 
8. Wylam Heritage Initiative Update 

S Duckworth reported that he had recently met with National Trust (NT) representatives.  
The NT has plans to implement the Wylam Heritage Experience project which would 
include a visit to Stephenson’s Birthplace and guided walks along Wylam’s heritage trail.  
The NT had employed a management consultant to produce a plan for this.  S 
Duckworth would review the plan and make sure it is fit for purpose.  Roles, 
responsibilities and financing all need to be clarified in discussion with the NT.  The NT 
has experienced guides from Newcastle city, but it would be good to train local people 
as guides.  It was hoped that children from Wylam First School would participate in the 
first guided walk. 
 
Resolved that  
i. S Duckworth review the Heritage Project Plan. 
ii. S Duckworth table the amended project plan at the Parish Council’s November 

meeting. 
iii. C Percy contact Andrew Poad of the NT to confirm a meeting date. 

 
9. Wylam Allotments Association – beekeeping on the Allotments site 

The Parish Council had received a request as to whether beekeeping would be 
permitted on the Wylam Allotments site.  Advice from the Parish Council’s insurer and 
the Wylam Allotment Association Tenancy Agreement were tabled and discussed.  The 
Clerk is awaiting further information from local councils on their policies regarding 
beekeeping at allotment sites.  It was noted that the current Tenancy Agreement 
contains a clause prohibiting the keeping of livestock on the site.  Members felt that they 
had not received sufficient information from the Association to make a decision. 
 
Resolved that: 
i. The Parish Council contact the Wylam Allotments Association for further information, 

specifically:  
Ø whether the person wishing to keep bees is suitably experienced, knowledgeable 

and fully insured;  
Ø the proposed plot for bee keeping; 
Ø The Association’s awareness of the British Bee Keeper’s Association’s protocols 

and advice on bee keeping and its implications for the proposal. 
ii. The request be further considered in the light of the above information at the Parish 

Council’s November meeting. 
 
10. Advisory Group Structure and Reporting Arrangements 

Members considered a background paper prepared by the Clerk.  No further advisory 
groups were proposed at this time.  It was suggested that two of the Advisory Groups 
listed should be redesignated as Working Groups as membership of these groups now 
and in future would consist solely of Parish Councillors:  the Riverside Land Working 
Group and the Grant Funding Working Group.  It was noted that considerations around 
the Clerk’s workload and available hours should be taken into consideration in any 
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proposal regarding her role in the groups.  C Percy had provided an example on which 
to base the Terms of Reference of each group. 
 
Resolved that:  
i. C Percy forward the Advisory Group example Terms of Reference to all members of 

the Parish Council. 
ii. Leaders of the groups draft Terms of Reference for that group with recommendations 

for wider membership and meeting arrangements. 
iii. These draft Terms of Reference be tabled for discussion and, if appropriate, approval 

at the November meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
11. Finance 
 Resolved that 

i. The receipts and payments detailed in appendix A be noted and payments be 
approved subject to the following additional receipts and payments: 

 
Parish Council Current Account 
Payee Purpose Net VAT Total Method 
CSN Services Xmas lights repair 175.00 35.00 210.00 BACS 
M Hadden Expenses £30.86 0 30.86 BACS 

 
 Post Office Current Account  

Payee Purpose Net VAT Total Method 
A Creighton Professional services re disposal 

of PO 
500.00 0 500.00 BACS 

ScottishPower PO Gas Charges 37.50 1.88 39.38 BACS 
ScottishPower PO Electricity Charges 258.52 12.92 271.44 BACS 

 
 Receipts 

Payer Purpose Total 
Northumbrian Water Credit  144.73 

 
ii. The Budget Update to September 2021 be received. 
iii. The bank reconciliations for September 21 be received and signed by Councillor S 

Duckworth. 
 
12. Correspondence 
 Resolved that: 

i. The correspondence received since the last meeting be noted and actioned where 
appropriate. 

ii. A donation of £100 be made to the Great North Air Ambulance to support its work 
locally and regionally. 

  
13. Planning Matters 
 No comments were made on current applications. 
 
 Resolved that the report be received. 
 
The Council passed a resolution excluding the press and public from the meeting in 
accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (sensitive 
information). 
 



6 

 
Signed:  …………………………………………………………..   Date:  ………………………………………………………………. 
Chairman of Meeting 

14. Quotations 
 No quotations were tabled. 
 
15. Riverside Footpath 
 D Carney reported to councillors on the latest information relating to this issue. 
  

Resolved that the report be received. 
 
16. Minor items and items for the agenda of a future meeting 
 None. 
 
17. Date of next meeting 
 8th November 2021. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.45pm. 
 
 


