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Signed:  …………………………………………………………..   Date:  ………………………………………………………………. 
Chairman of Meeting 

Wylam Parish Council 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF WYLAM PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON 13th SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 7 PM 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Present: Councillors D Carney, S Duckworth (Chair), J Hanley, L Hilliard, B O’Kane and M 
Jones 

 
Also present:  M Moore (Parish Clerk), County Councillor H Waddell and M Hadden (Village 
Handyman) 
 
Questions from Members of the Public 
M Hadden commented on the following issues: 
Ø He welcomed the outcome of the 2020-21 Local Transport Plan (LTP) prioritisation 

process, particularly in relation to road safety in the village, and asked whether it would be 
possible to meet B O’Kane, the Parish Council’s representative on the Road Safety Group, 
to discuss ongoing concerns. 
 
B O’Kane suggested that prior to this, the terms of reference and membership of the Road 
Safety Group be further considered and formalised particularly in terms of a reporting 
structure back to the Council.  Examples had been looked at and B O’Kane would progress 
this with the Clerk before reporting back to the Council. 
 

Ø With regard to the speed indicator signs, arrangements were being made to seek quotes 
for repair/replacement and an update would be provided to the Council once more 
information was available. 
 

Ø He suggested that the PSPO signs should be accompanied by a map of the area covered 
which was the whole parish boundary.  This would need to be taken up with 
Northumberland County Council (NCC). 

 
Ø With regard to household recycling bins he suggested that labelling could be improved to 

make it clearer what items could and could not be placed in the bins.  This also was an 
issue for NCC. 

 
Ø Finally, he had noted that the former post box in the wall to the east of the library had been 

boarded up, however the boarding had been removed and items including dog waste bags 
were being deposited in it.  This would be raised with NCC. 

 
Report from County Councillor H Waddell 
H Waddell reported on the following issues: 
She had received a number of complaints regarding excessive noise from the Fox and Hounds 
Inn and also from an event at the Stephenson’s Arms camp site.  With regard to the Fox and 
Hounds, the activity was within its licence but the outdoor stage set up for the Bank Holiday 
weekend had now been removed so it was hoped that there would be no further problems. 
 
The Police had attended the event at the Stephenson’s Arms but found the noise to be within 
acceptable limits.  NCC were to advise H Waddell of any future events at the site. 
Signs had been erected on the Waggonway with regard to unauthorised use by motor cycles 
and she had asked NCC to replace the signs on Wylam Bridge asking cyclists to dismount.  
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A visit to West View/Tyne View was planned to discuss a potential solution to the vehicle 
damage being experienced.  Her intention was to consult residents on options and this would 
be arranged in due course.    
 
Members then raised the issue of feedback, or lack thereof, from NCC to Town and Parish 
Councils on issues they have raised.  It was suggested that there should be a more formal 
mechanism with a status report on a monthly basis outlining issues raised and current position.  
This could be based on the data collected on the NCC portal.  The Clerk referred to the Town 
and Parish Council Charter which should cover this type of issue and would raise this with 
NCC. 
 
H Waddell confirmed that when issues were reported via the NCC portal she was not advised 
of issues within her ward nor did she typically receive feedback on issues she had raised.  She 
therefore suggested that when resident reported issues and received a reference number that 
this be passed to her so she could follow it up.   J Hanley and D Carney had both reported the 
same issue which had not been actioned so she would follow this up after receiving the 
reference numbers. 
 
Finally, she referred to the County Council’s work in relation to the Climate Emergency and 
hoped that there would be a joined-up approach between NCC and Town and Parish Councils, 
particularly in relation to identifying Community Champions. 
 
Resolved that the report be received. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

Councillor C Percy and L Bray (Tree Warden) 
 

2. Declarations of Interest from members on items on the Agenda 
None 
 

3. Minutes  
Resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 12th July 2021 
be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
4. Reports of the Village Handyman and Tree Warden 

Resolved that the following reports be received: 
Village Handyman 
Ø He was undertaking an informal highway/footpath maintenance survey of the village 

which would be submitted to the Council and H Waddell in due course.  He expressed 
disappointment that works to footpaths in the village had not been prioritised in the 2020-
21 LTP. 

 
Ø He would monitor the overgrown hedge on Hedley Road which was the responsibility of 

Karbon Homes. 
 
Ø He had reported damaged fencing adjacent to 32-33 Dene Road to NCC with a request 

that it be replaced.  He had also reported a dumped wheelie bin at the entrance to 
Denecroft although this was still in situ. 

 
L Bray (Volunteer Tree Warden) had submitted her apologies but had informed the Clerk 
that the annual Tree Survey was underway but not yet complete.  She had also provided an 
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update on the various works she was carrying out on a voluntary basis on the Haughs 
Nature Reserve. 
 

5. 2022-23 Local Transport Plan Consultation and Outcome of 2021-22 Submission 
Members were advised of the outcome of the Local Transport Plan (LTP) Priorities for 
2021-22 which indicated that the following had been included in the LTP Programme: 
 
Ø To improve road safety through the village centre by reinforcing the existing 20mph 

speed limit zone; and 
Ø To produce feasibility options for introduction of parking restrictions and speed control 

measures in the vicinity of the Fox and Hounds and the Co-op. 
 

No further detail had as yet been provided by the County Council in terms of next steps. 
 

The Parish Council had also been requested to submit its priorities for the 2022-23 LTP 
Programme.  It was felt that a formal mechanism for discussing and agreeing annual 
priorities should be established to enable priorities to be considered on an annual basis.  
This to include the Road Safety Group which would need to have defined terms of reference 
and a process by which issues could be fed back to the Parish Council for consideration. 

 
Resolved that: 
i. The LTP Priorities for 2021-22 be noted. 
ii. Terms of Reference and a formal reporting mechanism be established for the Road 

Safety Group, within the framework of the Council’s Standing Orders, to enable LTP and 
other road safety issues to be considered.  This to be agreed at a future meeting of the 
Parish Council. 

iii. In the meantime Members be asked to feed in any current priorities that they are aware of 
for discussion and agreement as part of the LTP 2022-23. 

 
6. Rural Broadband Scheme 

Members were updated on the outcome of a meeting with a representative of WeFibre who 
were proposing to deliver a Rural Broadband scheme in Wylam.  It was noted that there 
only needed to be 100 voucher registrations for the scheme to go ahead but the deadline 
for this was 24th September 2021. 
 
Resolved that  
i. The report be received and both WeFibre and Rymote be advised that whilst the Council 

does not support any one particular provider it does support the need for improved IT 
infrastructure in the village and would be issuing a statement to this effect. 

ii. A statement be issued by the Parish Council highlighting the need for improved 
infrastructure and encouraging residents to sign up with at least one provider. 

 
7. Wylam Haughs Nature Reserve Management Plan 

M Jones updated the Council on the latest developments with regard to the Nature Reserve.  
Whilst some immediate actions were required, further consideration of the draft 
Management Plan, prepared by L Bray, was required.  It was therefore proposed that a 
further meeting of the Nature Reserve Working Group be arranged to do this.  This would 
also be an opportunity to consider volunteer involvement, and a calendar of events. 
 
Resolved that the report be noted and arrangements be made to hold a further meeting of 
the Nature Reserve Working Group.   
At this meeting a regular schedule of meetings be agreed and formal terms of reference be 
discussed.  This to be fed back to the Parish Council for formal agreement. 

Commented [MM1]:  
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8. Litter, New litter Bins and Recycling 

J Hanley provided an update on a meeting he had had with J Henderson of Wylam Waste 
Warriors who had indicated that the Group would continue to tackle the litter problem in the 
village.  The Parish Council therefore needed to consider how it could link into this work and 
support the Group. 
 
He had also met with the Manager of the Co-op who had purchased two litter bins to help 
reduce the amount of litter in the village.  They could be used in whatever way the Council 
wanted so this would need to be considered e.g. at Wylam First School and Wylam Institute.  
Unfortunately the design and construction of these meant that they could not be used to 
replace the Council’s usual metal bins. 
 
J Hanley then provided details of the soft plastics recycling scheme to be introduced by the 
Co-op nationally which would see Wylam as one of the first locations.  Whilst the Co-op 
would centrally collect and dispose of the soft plastics collected, further thought was needed 
as to how the community could collect and deliver it to the Co-op e.g. via a number of 
collection points.  It was suggested that within Wylam First School this could be linked to the 
delivery of the curriculum and also the issue of climate change.  S Duckworth stated that as 
a School Governor he would raise this with the School. 
 
In response to a question about the Council’s annual litter pick, the Clerk confirmed that this 
had not gone ahead for the last two years due to the pandemic but all being well it would 
again be arranged in 2022. 
 
Finally J Hanley asked whether the Parish Council could look at installing a bin near to 
Points Bridge which regularly had problems with litter.  He was advised that this had been 
investigated previously but unfortunately NCC were unable to empty it from this location.  
This would be looked at again in terms of how a bin at this location could be emptied, 
perhaps by volunteers from Wylam Waste Warriors. 
 
Resolved that: 
i. The update be received and arrangements be made to formally establish a 

Litter/Recycling Working Group to cement links with Wylam Waste Warriors. 
ii. J Hanley to develop proposals to link the community to the Co-op’s new soft plastics 

recycling scheme. 
 

9. Climate Emergency Declaration 
Members considered the recent correspondence from NCC which requested information on 
whether the Parish Council had or was thinking about declaring a Climate Emergency. 
 
Members agreed that this was a very important issue and that any declaration had to be 
meaningful.  Other Parish Councils locally were already working on this and details of this 
work would be shared. 
 
The Parish Council needed to carefully consider what it could and should be doing both in 
terms of its own actions and those of the local community.  It was noted that NCC were 
seeking Community Champions to lead on this work. 
Various suggestions were made in terms of the next steps the Parish Council could take on 
this issue, particularly in the run up to COP 26 e.g. a programme of events with a public 
meeting the same week as COP 26 led by a keynote speaker. 
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Resolved that J Hanley lead on the development of proposals with regard to the Climate 
Emergency and events relating to COP 26. 
 

10. Finance 
Resolved that 
i. The report of the External Auditor 2021-21 be received. 
ii. The receipts detailed in appendix F be noted and the payments be approved subject to 

the following additional payment: 
Payee Purpose Net VAT Total Method 
Wylam Nurseries Hanging baskets and War 

memorial Planting 
550.00 110.00 660.00 BACS 

 
iii. The budget update to August 2021 be received. 
iv. The bank reconciliations for August 2021 be received. 

 
11. Correspondence 

Resolved that: 
i. The correspondence received since the last meeting be noted and actioned where 

appropriate. 
ii. A donation of £100 be made to Sport Tynedale to support its work in relation to 

voluntary sport in the area. 
 

12. Planning Matters 
Resolved that the report be received. 

 
The Council passed a resolution excluding the press and public from the meeting in 
accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (sensitive information). 

 
13. Co-option of One Member 

Candidates were interviewed prior to the meeting for the current vacancy 
 
Resolved that the co-option of H Walker to the Parish Council be approved. 
 

14. Quotations 
Resolved that  
i. The following quotations be approved: 

a. Playdale Playgrounds, Replacement parts for playground equipment at Hagg Bank. 
b. Scorpion Joinery and Home Maintenance, Repairs to playground equipment at Hagg 

Bank. 
c. Scorpion Joinery and Home Maintenance, Refurbishment of 4 seats. 
d. Scorpion Joinery and Home Maintenance, refurbishment of bins and bollards. 
e. Scorpion Joinery and Home Maintenance, Installation of bin at Wylam Car Park and 

repair of bin at Hagg Bank Play Area. 
f. Scorpion Joinery and Home Maintenance, Installation of new bin on Woodcroft Road. 
g. J G Rudd, 4 wooden hay rakes. 
h. Tyne Valley Woodlands Consultancy, Autumn maintenance work at Hedley Road, 

Hagg Bank Play Area and Forster Gardens Hedge. 
ii. The quote from Tyne Valley Woodlands Consultancy for additional strimming at the 

Nature Reserve be approved in principle subject to further discussion with the Nature 
Reserve Working Group and authority to spend up to £500 being approved by the 
Chairman, in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations, if necessary. 
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15. 3-4 Laburnum Terrace 
Resolved that  
i. The report of the Clerk which confirmed that the sale of the property had been completed 

on 10th September 2021, be received. 
ii. A public statement be prepared to inform the local community of the sale of the property 

and to outline the process of considering how the capital receipt will be used to benefit 
the village which would include community involvement. 

iii. The Reece Group, as the original funder of the Post Office purchase, and former Parish 
councillors be also advised of the position. 

iv. Arrangements be made to call a first meeting of a Working Group to consider a funding 
and grants policy in relation to this receipt.  

 
16. Riverside Footpath 

The Parish Council received an update on information recently received from its insurer and 
on meetings in relation to this issue, including a meeting with a representative of its insurer, 
a meeting with an officer from the Environment Agency and a meeting with T and L Martin, 
owners of Wylam Nurseries. 
 
Members were also advised of the current action the Council was taking on this issue in line 
with advice from its insurer. 
 
Resolved that the report be received. 
 

17. East Tynedale Town and Parish Council Forum 
Resolved that the update on the current work, membership and Chairmanship of the Forum 
be received. 
 

18. Minor items & items for the agenda of a future meeting 
Ø Village Plan. 
Ø Parish Council Website. 
Ø Advisory (Working) Group Structure and reporting arrangements. 
Ø WCPFA. 
 

18. Date of next meeting 
11th October 2021  
 

The meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 


