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OVINGHAM JOINT BURIAL COMMITTEE 
(WYLAM, HORSLEY, OVINGHAM AND OVINGTON PARISH COUNCILS) 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Ovingham Joint Burial Committee 

Held on 30th November 2021 at 7pm in Wylam Institute 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Councillors present:  D Carney (Wylam PC)(Chair),M Jones (Wylam PC), D Jordon and I 
Swinburn (Ovingham PC), and S Glover (Horsley PC) 
 
Also present:  Mrs M Moore (Clerk to the Committee) 
 
1. Quorum 

Unfortunately, no representatives of Ovington Parish Council were in attendance.  However, as 
three of the four constituent Councils were represented the meeting could still go ahead and 
decisions made.  The minutes would be sent to the Ovington representatives and they would 
then have 7 days in which to veto any proposed actions.  This would need to be in writing and 
would need to be appended to the minutes of the meeting.  If there was disagreement on an 
issue the decision would need to be deferred to a quorate meeting. 
 

2. Apologies for Absence 
A Hudson, T Skelly and M Senior. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda 

None declared. 
 
4. Minutes  

Resolved that the Minutes of the meeting held on 28th September 2021 be agreed as a true 
record of proceedings and signed by the Chair subject to the correction of typographical errors 
highlighted. 
 

5. Current Grounds Maintenance Issues 
It was reported that whilst the general grounds maintenance was progressing well the work to 
tidy up the small area to the left of the entrance gate and remove the rubbish pile in the north 
corner had yet to be fully completed.   
 
Resolved that the report be noted and the Contractor be requested to provide an update on 
the outstanding works and a timescale for completion. 

 
6. Burial Administration Update 

The Clerk provided an update on all burial administration work carried out since the last 
meeting.  She indicated that, as reported at the last meeting, there had been only a small 
number of burials and as a consequence this would have an impact on annual income. 
 
Resolved that The Clerk’s report on burial administration matters be received. 

 
7. Stability Testing/Memorial Repair Update 

The Clerk reported that Northumberland County Council had now completed the interim 
memorial inspections and of the 66 requiring inspection only 2 failed but these were repaired 
by the Inspector at no cost.  It was possible that these may have been moved during grass 
cutting. 
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Resolved that the report be noted and the Grounds Maintenance Contractor be instructed to 
use a strimmer around memorials where possible to minimise damage. 
 

8. Cemetery Lodge Condition Survey 
The Clerk reported that the Schedule of Condition and Reinstatement Cost Assessment had 
now been received from Building Surveyors Ltd. This set out, in detail, the works identified with 
an associated priority ranking and estimated cost. 
 
Building Surveyors Ltd had been requested to provide a copy of the table of works identified in 
Excel format, so that the schedule could be re-ordered, colour-coded and a copy provided to 
Members of the Committee, for greater ease of reference. 
 
Quotations would need to be obtained for those items identified as being urgent so that the 
budgetary requirements for the coming year could be quantified.  One such item was the roof. 
However, in the aftermath of Storm Arwen demand for roofing contractors was high so this may 
take some time. 
 
Further areas of work would include: 

Ø Obtaining information from other burial authorities on how they manage buildings for 
which they are responsible and how works are funded. 

Ø A review of the tenancy agreement; 
Ø A review of the works carried out to the Lodge approximately 10 years ago, to determine 

whether any guarantees are still in existence. 
 
Resolved that the report be received and the matter be considered again when further 
information is available. 
 

9. Membership of the British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons (BRAMM) 
The Clerk reported that membership of BRAMM was free to Burial Authorities and had a 
number of benefits e.g. providing the ability to verify that masons carrying out work in the 
Cemetery are BRAMM registered. 
 
Resolved that the Committee take up membership of BRAMM. 
 

10. Finance 
The Clerk reported that the interim report of the Internal Auditor had been received and 
everything had been found to be in order. 
 
In considering the budget update the Committee was again advised that income from burials 
and plot purchases was below forecast at this time.  An increase in income was due but there 
was no guarantee that the forecast figure would be reached.  The income from these sources 
had therefore to be carefully looked at in terms of preparing the draft budget for 2022-23. 
 
The Draft Budget had also been prepared to take account of the estimated costs for the Lodge 
outlined in the Condition Survey.  In order to maintain the amount of Maintenance Grant for 
each of the four Member Councils, it was proposed that the forecast expenditure above income 
of approximately £3,000 be met from reserves with these reserves also being called on to fund 
necessary repairs to the Lodge. 
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Any future works to the two Chapels would need to be restricted to ensuring compliance with 
health and safety and insurance. 
 
A review of burial fees may also be needed given that there has been no increase since 1st 
April 2020. 
 
Resolved that: 

i. The interim report of the Internal Auditor for 2021-22 be received. 
ii. The receipts detailed in appendix C be noted and the payments be approved.  
iii. The budget update and bank reconciliation to October 2021 be received; and 
iv. The anticipated budget outturn for 2021-22 be noted and the draft budget for 2022-23 be 

approved. 
v. Further consideration be given to the level of burial fees for 2022-23. 

 
The Committee passed a resolution excluding the press and public from the meeting in 
accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (sensitive 
information). 

 
11. Rent Update 

Resolved that the report of the Clerk be received and the matter only be included on future 
agendas when there are issues to discuss. 
 

12. To consider any urgent items and items for a future agenda. 
None. 
 

15. To agree the date of the next meeting of the Committee 
Tuesday 22nd February 2022 at 7.00pm in Wylam Institute 
 
The meeting closed at 7.55pm. 


