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Signed:  …………………………………………………………..   Date:  ………………………………………………………………. 
Chairman of Meeting 

Wylam Parish Council 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF WYLAM PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON 8th NOVEMBER 2021 AT 7 PM 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Present: Councillors D Carney, S Duckworth, J Hanley, L Hilliard, B O’Kane, M Jones and C 
Percy (Chair) 

 
Also present:  M Moore (Parish Clerk), County Councillor H Waddell, M Hadden (Village 
Handyman) and 1 resident. 
 
Questions from Members of the Public 
A resident was in attendance to raise residents’ concerns about Wylam Wood Road both in 
relation to the condition of the road itself and the speed and volume of traffic generally using it 
as a cut through to the A69.  He indicated that there were two separate but related areas of 
concern: 
 
1. The residential portion of Wylam Wood Road from Station Road to the village 

boundary -  
This part of the road is a single track residential road with a number of hazards e.g. poor 
signage for passing places, restricted visibility and a pavement so narrow that it is difficult 
for people to pass without stepping out into the road.  Further, vehicles are often driven 
dangerously with speeds higher than is safe for the road conditions and routinely mount 
the pavement to pass.  Many large vehicles use the road and residents have witnessed 
several near misses.  The volume of traffic using the road, especially over the last few 
years, has also increased to what residents considered to be an unsafe level. 

 
2. The road from the village boundary to Hagg Bank and West Wylam - Residents would 

like to see an assessment of the safety of this part of the road followed by measures to 
reduce traffic volumes and improve safety for pedestrians and road users.  They had 
researched the issue and wondered whether a Road Safety Audit could be carried out in 
this location with the support of the County Council.  They also wondered whether the idea 
of designating the road as a ‘Quiet Lane’ could be considered by the County Council in 
exploring all options to improve safety. 

 
The road between the Wylam village boundary, Hagg Bank, and West Wylam is a single 
track road with passing places and a 60mph speed limit which is used by motor traffic, 
pedestrians and cyclists. It also had a number of hazards.  There are no pavements and in 
some sections no verges with restricted visibility in some parts.  It has also been widened 
during repair work to above the width of 3.5m recommended for a single track road.  Again, 
vehicles are driven faster than is considered safe in the conditions and often try to pass in 
sections of the road that are not passing places, behaviour which has been ‘encouraged’ 
by the widening of the road, putting other road users at risk.   
 
The resident referred to a discussion with a local Police Community Support Officer who 
had walked along the road and echoed the feeling that it was unsafe. She was therefore 
going to take this back to her team to see if there was work that they could do to 
encourage safer use of the road. 
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It was noted that Councillor Waddell had raised this issue with the County Council which would 
be carrying out a traffic survey in the near future. 
 
The resident was thanked for presenting the concerns in a considered manner and was 
advised that the Parish Council had submitted this to the County Council as its first Local 
Transport Plan priority.  Once further information is available from the County Council both in 
relation to the traffic survey and the LTP priority process information would be provided to the 
residents. 
 
M Hadden then raised the following issues: 
Ø Despite the resurfacing of Wylam Wood Road to Hagg Bank there were no new road 

markings. 
Ø He asked about the Parish Council’s Policy on speed control measures in the village.  He 

was advised that the Council did not have a set policy on this with each proposal being 
considered on its individual merits. 

Ø He asked Councillor Waddell what her 3 Local Transport Plan priorities were.  She 
indicated that her priorities covered the whole Ward and were therefore 
1. Traffic calming in Horsley 
2. Traffic calming in Wylam 
3. Introduction of a 20mph limit in Ovingham 

 
Report from County Councillor H Waddell 
H Waddell reported on the following issues: 
Ø Following a large number of resident complaints and a direct approach to the County 

Council (NCC) on this matter a traffic survey was to be carried out in the very near future. 
Ø A report of the Riverside Footpath petition would be considered by the Tynedale Local 

Area Council at its meeting on 9th November.  Questions could be forwarded to Councillor 
Waddell to be raised at the meeting.  The meeting could also be viewed on You Tube. 

Ø She had obtained a copy of the ‘issues report’ for Wylam and had noted that there were 
very few issues raised by residents directly with NCC. 

Ø She had spoken with NCC Officers about the broken Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) at 
Ingham Terrace but they had indicated they were not aware of this.  The Clerk stated that 
this was not the case as she had raised this with NCC who had advised that the Parish 
Council was responsible for the repair.  The Clerk had carried out some research on this 
issue with other local Parish Councils and would prepare a report for discussion at a future 
meeting.  Cllr Waddell would be consulted on this. 

Ø The meeting with NCC with regard to traffic on West View would be held this month.  This 
was urgent as there had been a further incident causing significant damage to a boundary 
wall/gate. 

 
Resolved that the report be received. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

Councillor H Walker and L Bray (Tree Warden) 
 

2. Declarations of Interest from members on items on the Agenda 
None 
 

3. Minutes  
Resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 11th October 
2021 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
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4. Reports of the Village Handyman and Tree Warden 

Resolved that the following report be received: 
Village Handyman 
M Hadden reported that: 
Ø The Hedley Road Hedge had now been cut back. 
Ø The bin at Denecroft had been removed. 
Ø The damaged bus stop sign at the Orchard had been removed and the pavement 

repaired.  He hoped that the replacement would be located on the verge rather than in the 
footway as it represented an obstruction to pedestrians. 

Ø The bus stop at Station Road would have a generic timetable provided. 
Ø Use of the Parish Council litter bin in the main car park was slightly better but an old toilet 

had been dumped in it! 
Ø A large metal plate had been left on the grass next to the War Memorial by contractors – 

the Clerk reported that this had been dealt with and would be removed by Wednesday 
10th November. 

 
L Bray (Volunteer Tree Warden) had submitted her apologies but had had significant 
involvement in the Haughs LNR Advisory Group and associated work.  A report on this 
would be considered later in the meeting. 
 

5. Light Up Wylam 
The Clerk provided Members with a summary of Light Up Wylam 2021 as supplied by the 
event organisers.  This indicated that the organisers would again like to hire some festoon 
lights to decorate Charlie’s Corner. However, at the time of the meeting a quotation for the 
hire had not been provided by the contractor.  The organisers of Light Up Wylam had 
therefore obtained a quote to purchase this lighting however, as it was not a constituted 
body, the Parish Council would not be able to provide a grant to cover the cost. 
 
In considering whether the Parish Council could purchase the lights the Clerk made 
Members aware of the significant ongoing maintenance and installation costs that would 
come with owning the lights.  This was likely to require a significant increase in the annual 
Christmas Lighting Budget.  
 
It was noted that the event would begin on 12th December which meant that time was very 
short to make the necessary arrangements for the event. 
 
Whilst being very supportive of the event overall there was some concern about the 
timescales and the fact that the organisation was not yet constituted.  That said, the Council 
was keen to work with those involved in Light Up Wylam to support them in the move to 
becoming a formally established organisation with all of the necessary safeguards that 
would bring. 
 
Resolved that the purchase and installation of the lights at Charlie’s Corner by the Parish 
Council be approved in principle subject to an early meeting with representatives of Light Up 
Wylam, to discuss the Parish Council’s position with them and support them in the process 
of becoming a formally constituted body, moving to charitable status, by 31st March 2022. 
 

6. Advisory Group Terms of Reference Update 
Draft Terms of Reference had now been prepared for the following new Advisory Groups: 
Ø Haughs Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
Ø Road Safety  
Ø Climate Action 
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Other Advisory Groups were also to be established i.e. Heritage, Communication, Grant 
Funding and Village Plan and draft documents would follow. 
 
The Riverside Land Advisory Group was already established but Terms of Reference had 
yet to be finalised. 
 
Resolved that the draft Terms of Reference already prepared be recirculated to Members of 
the Council with a deadline for comments so that they can be formally approved at the next 
meeting of the Council. 
 

7. Wylam Haughs Local Nature Reserve Update and Management Plan  
M Jones, having been appointed as Chair of the Nature Reserve Advisory Group, provided 
a comprehensive update on work carried out in relation to the Nature Reserve and the Draft 
Management Plan prepared by L Bray. 
 
Quarterly meetings of the Advisory Group were planned and issues to be considered were 
the formation of a Friends Group and the formalisation of a Facebook page for the Reserve. 
 
Whilst a quotation for tree work had been obtained from Tyne Valley Woodlands earlier in 
the year, there was a need to revisit this and look again at the scope of the work required.  
Further consideration also needed to be given to the Oak trees adjacent to the western 
boundary of the allotments which had been planted too close to each other and to the 
allotments and were causing significant shading issues affecting the cultivation of these 
sites. 
 
Resolved that: 
i. The update be received 
ii. The Draft Management Plan be approved in principle subject to any further comments 

being submitted with a view to the Plan being formally adopted at the next Parish 
Council meeting. 

iii. The quote provided by Tyne Valley Woodlands for tree work on the Reserve be revisited 
with a view to obtaining a new price for identified work. 

 
8. Village Plan 

An outline of the proposed Village Plan and the proposed process had been circulated to 
Members following discussion at the last meeting with a request that they put their names 
against the priority areas of interest.  Each of these priority areas would not necessarily 
need to be supported by a formal sub-group. 
 
Members then discussed the need for a Vision Statement upon which the Plan could be 
developed further.  S Duckworth agreed to draft a small number of statements for further 
consideration by the Council. 
 
Resolved that: 
i. The approach suggested by S Duckworth in his outline proposal be formally approved 

and he be appointed as the lead for this work area. 
ii. Suggested Vision Statements be prepared by S Duckworth and circulated to Members 

for consideration with a view to the preferred statement being adopted at the next 
meeting. 

iii. A half day event for Council Members be planned for January to discuss the process 
and Plan in more detail. 

iv. Socioeconomic data for Wylam Parish be obtained from the County Council. 
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9. Parish Council Climate Change Plan and Community Event 
Members were invited to formally declare a Climate Emergency.  In doing so J Hanley 
referred to the County Council’s work on this issue.  He indicated that unfortunately there 
was very little guidance for Town and Parish Councils on what they could do to drive the 
climate change agenda forward. 
 
As a positive first step J Hanley updated Members on the arrangements now in place for the 
Climate Action Event that was to take place in Wylam Institute on Saturday 20th November.  
There had been significant interest and enthusiasm for the event with a number of stalls, 
activities and speakers. 
 
In terms of publicising the event a banner had been purchased and posters would be 
displayed in venues around the village and the Council’s and What’s on Wylam Facebook 
pages would be used.  S Duckworth also suggested an email could be sent to the parents of 
all pupils at the School.  The Clerk would ask the Hexham Courant to cover the event. 
 
It was hoped that after the event a core group of volunteers would be established to take 
climate action initiatives forward in the village. 
 
Resolved that the update be received and 
i. A Climate Emergency be formally declared by the Council 
ii. Arrangements be finalised for the Climate Action Event with appropriate publicity 
 

10. Wylam Heritage Initiative – Amended Project Plan 
C Percy updated Members on recent discussions with the National Trust which had 
confirmed that it still intended to re-open George Stephenson’s Birthplace and it would 
feature in the 2022 National Trust Members Handbook.  There was also a plan to arrange 
guided walks around the village to explore its wider heritage.  Further discussion was 
needed on exact arrangements for the walks. 
 
A project plan to develop proposals for the wider heritage of the village had been drafted 
and S Duckworth had provided comments to the National Trust on this as the basis for 
further discussion with the Parish Council as to how it could be progressed. 
 
Resolved that the update be noted. 
 

11. Wylam Allotments – Bees 
Resolved that this item be deferred until the next meeting. 
 

12. Inspection of Parish Council Assets 
Resolved that the Clerk make arrangements for the annual inspection of the Council’s 
assets with Members being invited to participate if available. 
 

13. Community Grants 
The Clerk reported that approximately £4k was still available in the Council’s annual 
revenue grants budget.  She would therefore be making arrangements to publicise this with 
a view to inviting applications to be considered at the January meeting. 
 
Resolved that the report be received and publicity be prepared inviting applications. 
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14. Finance 

Resolved that: 
i. The half yearly report of the Internal Auditor be deferred until the next meeting. 
ii. The receipts detailed in appendix A be noted and the payments and transfers be 

approved subject to the following additional payments: 
 
Payee Purpose Net VAT Total Method 
CSN Services Ltd Christmas Lighting Repair and 

new installation 
328.12 65.62 393.74 BACS 

Sam Turner & 
Sons 

New Brooms for Handyman 36.13 0 36.13 DEBIT 

Steve Gibbon Web 
Designs 

Annual Support Fee 250.00 0 250.00 BACS 

 
iii. The budget update to October 2021 be received. 
iv. The bank reconciliations for October 2021 be received. 

 
15. Correspondence 

Resolved that: 
i. The correspondence received since the last meeting be noted and actioned where 

appropriate. 
ii. An article be included in the next issue of the Globe in relation to considering the use of 

silent or low noise fireworks. 
 

16. Planning Matters 
Resolved that the report be received and Members submit any further comments to the 
Clerk to enable responses to be submitted to the County Council. 

 
The Council passed a resolution excluding the press and public from the meeting in 
accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (sensitive information). 

 
17. Riverside Footpath 

The Parish Council received an update on this issue particularly in relation to the report on 
the petition from residents that was to be considered by the Tynedale Local Area Council on 
9th November. 
 
Resolved that the report be received. 
 

18. Minor items & items for the agenda of a future meeting 
Ø Social Media/Publicity Working Group 
Ø Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership presentation 
Ø Phillip Brooks Archive 
Ø Parish Council Website (Jan 22) 
Ø Vehicle Activated Signs 
Ø Falcon Centre Update 
Ø Feedback on Wylam Sports Facility meeting 
 

18. Date of next meeting 
13th December 2021 
 

The meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 


